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MACKINAW MISSION. 


The Connecticut Observer contains a letter from the 
wife of one of the Missionaries to her sister, from which 
we make the following extracts :— 


In some of my letters, I mentioned the hopeful 
conversion of an Indian woman, and engaged to 
give. vou some particulars respecting her. With 
this intention, I requested Mr. Ferry to ask her 
some questions. He did so, through-an interpre- 
ter, as she cannot speak a word of English; and I 
subinit them with her answers for your perusal, 
O could I paint to you the expression of her coun- 
tenance, while conversing, it would add a three- 
fuld weight to the testimony she here gives of the 
operations of the Holy Spirit on her heart. 

Ques. “ How long since you knew of there be- 
ing a God, who saw you inevery thing ?” 

Ans. “ Perhaps three years.” 

. * How long since you thought much of God, 
and felt distressed about yourself ?” 

A. “ Since last March.” 

% “ What appeared to be your distress then 2” 

4. “* When Mr. Ferry conversed with me, and 
explained the Bible to. me that evening, I went 
home, and wondered why somebody had not told 
me this before. How ignorant I be, what a great 
sinner. Nobody is so wicked as I am.” 

Q. “ Did you at this time, ever think yourself so 
wicked and ignorant of God, as never to find him, 
and know him aright ?” 

A. “Yes kdid think so. 1 looked at myself, and 
thought, what a great liar I had been, to say and 
think as I had done, | know God, when 1 knew 
nothing about him; and then I thought, I would 
throw myseli upon God, and let him do with me 
as he wasa mind to; and whatever he would do 
with me, Lthought would be right.” 

Q. “ Did you not afier this fear God would not 
receive you?” ; 

4. “Yes, [thought I was so wicked, that if I 
did this, God might not look upon me, or have any 
thing to do with me, but then [ could do nothing 
else, and I determined to let God do with me what- 
ever he would.” e 

. “What were your feelings one evening, 
when I talked with you at Mr. C—~s, and before 
leaving, prayed for you ?” 

A. “ My distress was so great, I can’t tell you 
how [I felt. You may think how bad I felt when 
in getting supper, I threw the victuals into the 
fire, meaning to put it into the pot. My distress 
was so great, I did not know what I was about, and 
instead of taking off the cover of the pot threw the 
whole into the fire.” 

While I was writing the atove, she saidto Mrs, 





C. that when I explained the Scriptures to her, she 
used to be astonished at her ignorance, and also 
thought of other Indians, how ignorant and miser- 
able they were, and that if they only had somebody 
to teach them, how happy they would be, and be- 
come like the good white people. And how much 
she felt to love me for teaching ber, and then 
again, she thought how thankful she ought to be 
to God, for sending me here, to teach her, for it 
was not me that came of myself, but that God had 
made me love to come, and kad sent me here.— 
Again, she thought, perhaps, if God had not sent 
me, then she would never have had another time, 
and would have died miserable. Seeing the Bible 
lie upon the table, she laid her hand on it, and ex- 
claimed, “I am hungry for what is contained in 
this book. You are not hungry, you can read it.” 
Be assured, I not.only felt the sweetness of the re- 
mark, but a consciousness, that [ might receive it 
as a reproof, — 

Q. “ Although you cannet tell me how you felt 
your distress was so great, yet when I told you how 
God made all things, made man happy, &c. how 
he sinned, and yet how God in the greatness of 
his love and pity provided a Saviour, did this af- 
fect your mind, and did you feel it to be true ?” 

A. “Yes, I felt it to be true. It was whatl nev- 
er thought; I never felt so before.” 

Q. “After closing this conversation, and then 
telling you, that God was able and willing to save 
just such great sinners, and «that you must find 
grace, or be lost, and told you that we would then 
kneel together in prayer and pray especially, that 
God would have mercy upon your soul, how did 
you feel during prayer ?” 

A. “I can’t remember all. I recollect, that I 
longed very much to have God open my heart, and 
wash it clean from sin, and it was more than I 
could do, my heart was so full and burdened to 
keep from weeping. When I went home, I wept 
much alone, wept very much all night.” 

Q. “ How long do you think it was, after that 
evening’s conversation, before you found the Sav- 
iour 2?” 

4A. “It was on Tuesday of the third week af- 
ter.” 

. “How did you feel when you first thought 
you found the Saviour ?” 
" A. “1 felt so happy, and so to love and thank 
God for having mercy on my soul, that my whole 
feelings seemed new to me. I had never felt such 
love to any thing before, as | now felt to God, and 
[ thought how glad I should be to have God take 
me away, that I might never be left to live, asi 
used to, and as I thought perhaps at times, I should 
do again, if I did not die soon. I then felt assur- 
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ed, that God had had mercy on my soul, and I 
wished to die, because I was afraid if I lived, I 
might do something to offend God, and it appear- 
ed to me, that God would then have no more mer- 
cy On ine.” Tee 

Q. “ Was there nothing that soon interrupted 
your peace with God?” 

“A. “I felt happy all day Tuesday ; but when I 
thought of what you said to me, I did not know, 
but the wicked spirit was deceiving me, and I wan- 
ted to come and talk with you.” 

g * Did you come about that time to see me ?” 

. “Yes, f came that evening.” 

Q. “Do you recollect what was said to you that 
evening, and how you felt?” 

4. “You told me that I must see well to my 
heart, that if I did not sincerely and altogether 
give myself to God, I should by and by forget God, 
and be careless about religion, and if I should thus 

rieve away God’s spirit, 1 would have reason to 
ear that he would then give me up forever. Why, 
thought J, what can Ido? God knows my heart. 
I have desired to be for God, and have given my- 
self, as well as I could, up to him in his Son, but 
the idea of ever forsaking God, or of being shut 
out from his love, so alarmed and affected me, that 
I trembled all over, when you talked with oe. 1 
went home very much troubled with the thought 
of being finally turned away by God, but during 
the nigit, I felt to leave myself in God’s hands.— 
He knows my heart, I deserve no mercy, yet per- 
haps he will pity and keep me from abusing his 
offered mercy. Let God do with me, as he thinks 
good.” 

Q. “Do you love to be alone, to think of God, 
praise him and pray to him ?” 

A. “Yes, very much. If I went into Mr. ’s 
Jast summer and heard them talking in this way, 
of the world, I felt bad, and would often go back 
into the garden, and there sit down ; feeling like a 
child, while thinking of God, and long very much 
to have him teach me every day how to live in his 
love Here she observed that once last summer, 
while walking out and seeing every thing growing 
so beautifully, the raspberries, &c. how wicked she 
felt that she used to be, when thinking that every 
thing came of itself, and never thought of God’s 
goodness in providing them for our comfort.” 

Q. “Do you feel as happy in thinking of God 
and Christ how, as months ago ?” 

A. “Yes, more so. Whenever I have any out- 
ward troubles, I go right away and pray, that 
Christ would give me such a heart as his ; such as 
he had when on earth, to bear every thing in love 
and pity. And this always makes me feel quite 
well again, so that I really desire to have Christ do 
with me as he will.” 

@. * Do you desire heartily and unreservedly to 
obey God, in every thing, which he requires, as far 
as you can understand what that is?” 

A. “I do.” 

Q. “ But suppose your husband or other friends 
oppose you, what will you do then ?” 

A. “I must love and obey God, whatever they 
think or do.” Here, among vther things, she ob- 
served, that when at meeting it sometimes made 
her weep, to think she could not understand what 
was said, but then again sbe thinks “ no, I will not 
weep any more. If I cannot hear and understand 
the Bible now at church ; by and by I shall die.— 
I think God will pity and keep me in his fear till 
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then, and after that [ sha’nt want the Bible. God 
will take me to himself, and I shal] there under- 
stand, and sing and love as well as they.” 

Q. “ You have been told something about bap- 
tis. Do you wish to be baptized ?” 

f. “Yes.” ee 

Q. “But do you wish to be baptized, because 
Christ commands it, or because other Christians 
are baptized ?” 

1. “* Because Christ commands it.” 

Q. “Suppose you knew that Christ had not 
commanded it, yet it was customary for prufessing 
Christians to be baptized, what would you think 
then ? Would you wish to do as others did ?” 

4. “I should be afraid to do, what Christ did 
not command.” 7 

Similar questions were put to her on the Lord's 
supper, and the relative duties of professing chris- 
tians; and equally suiking and affecting answers 
were returned. Having recommended to-her a 
humble, close examination of her own heart, a 
spiritual communion with, and unceasing depen- 
dence on the Lord Jesus Christ, in all things, per- 
taining to godliness. I could not but implore in 
her behalf the gracious benediction: The Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee: the Lurd make his face 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace.” 

I would here remark, that this woman, this love- 
ly Indian woman, evidently discovers a strength 
and clearness of mind on the subject of religion, 
far above what might be expected, from one of inser 
opportunities. And the evidences of her real cou- 
version to Christianity, are so marked and unques- 
tionable, that if [ am not a self-deceiver, I have no 
doubt, but that I shall meet her as a sister spirit in 
heaven, where the interest which I now feel will be 
refined into perfect love and an everlasting union 
to Christ, our glorious head. O! delightful thouglit, 
I almosi feel to say with Watts, 

“ Fly swifter roand, ye wheels of time, 


And bring the welcome day. 
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NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION WITH- 
IN THEIR BOUNDS. 


The Synod of New-York, in presenting to the 
churches their annual report of the state of religion 
within their bounds, feel that they have great 
cause for mourning and deev humiliation. 

While they believe that there is a time to 
mourn and a time to rejoice, they are constrained 
to adinit that the former appears to be principally 
their duty at the present season. While they 
would not express, and trust they do not experience 
the least doubt as to the uliimate success of the 
great and glorious cause in which they are enga- 
ged, they do feel as if God in a little wrath had 
withdrawn from them those refreshing showers of 
his grace, and those enlivening and comforting in- 
lnences of his Holy Spirit, which it bas been their 
privilege and their happiness in former seasons to 
enjoy. 

The Synod believe that it is our sins which 
have separated between us and our God, and that 
he is chastising us for our v.faithfulness, that we 
may remember- our evil ways and our duings 
which have not been good, and loathe ourselves in 
our own sight. 
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Among those things the prevalence of which 
the Synod are constrained to notice with pain, are 
luke warinness on the part of the professed children 
of God and a more than ordinarily eager pursuit 
of the world. 

The tapid growth of our country, the spirit of 
enterprise which so generally prevails, and the in- 
creasing wealih and splendor of those who are clo- 
thed in fine linen and fare sumptuously every day, 
have had, we fear, a most baneful influence upon 
wiany of those who ought to remember that it is 
their duty not to be conformed to this world. 

The lukewarmuess and worldly spirit which so 
geuverally prevail among the professed children of 
God threughout our bounds, the Synod believe to 
be the immediate cause of much of that indiffer- 
ence to the one thing needful which is so unhap- 
pily prevalent among the menof the world. They 
would therefore entreat their brethren in the Lord, 
if they would preserve a conscience void of offence 
before God and man--if they would save themselves 
from the deepest pangs of remorse upon a bed of 
death—if they would wot be tnstrumental in de 
stroving immortal souls, to remember from whence 
they have fallen and repent. 

While the low state of religious feeling in ou 
church calls for deep repentance and huniliatron 
before Gol, the Synod reget to say, that vers 
few of our people appear to feel properly sensible 
of their situation and their duty. A few are indeed 
crying, “QO that it were with us as in months 
past,” which encourages us still to nope for a 
“time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” 
but they are with pam compelled to countess that 
this spirit does not very generally prevail through 
our bounds. 

The Synod are al-o constrained with pain to 
notice the great neylect to sanctify the Lord’. 
day which appears lo be increasing tv au alarming 
degtée. : 

These things we believe to be. the natural and 
almost necessary consequences of the native de- 
pravity of the human heart, and that state of 
worldly-mindeduess and apparent indifference to 
the concerns of eternity which too generally pre- 
vail among the members of the church. Those 
who ought to be the salt of the earth, having in a 
great degree lost their savour, a general corrup- 
tion of morals may vaturally be expected to suc- 
ceed. Alihoneh God has commanded,—“* Re 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy,” yet we 
are with grief compelled ta witness parties of pleas- 
ure devoting this sacred day to pu: poses of anise- 
ment and dissipation. And we deem it a subjec: 
worthy of public notice that our steamboats and 
stages ave frequently engaged in this demoralbzing 
practice, and are shus net only deeply wounding | 
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ly engaged in preaching the word of life, and 
spreading the knowledge of truth iv various ways. 

The youth, to whom the church as well as the 
stafe must in future look for support, have been 
perhaps tore pa. ticularly objects of attention.— 
Upon theie minds impressions are more easily 
made, and are generally more lasting. 

Bible classes, Sabbath schools, and catechetical 
instruction, have been continued in almost all of 
our churches. While the seed js thus sowing, al- 
though it does not immediately appear, we still re- 
ly upon the promise of God, that our labor shall 
not be in vainin the Lord. The Synod trust that 
4 glorious harvest of souls from among our youth 
will sooner or later be gathered into the bosom of 
the church. 

Our churches are generally dwelling together in 
peace and harmony, and although a great degree 
of lukewarmness prevails in many of our church- 
es, we are still happy to say that apostacies are ve- 
ry rue. 

There have been but few instances, in which 
a resort to discipline has been thought necessary. 

Our religious and charitable institutions, the glo- 
ry of our age, and we hope the karbinger of the 
ouilennial day, are, we are happy tu say, increas- 
ing in number, and generally in activity and use- 
fulness. Asnong these, the United Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society holds a distinguished place. For- 
med within our bounds we feel for it a particular 
regard and rejoice in its increase. The many 
thousands who by its aid are blessed with the light 
of the gospel, will we believe pray for its success 
and through the unwasting ages of etemity bless 
God for the exertions thus made for-he salvation 
of many immortal souls. 

Other institutions, whose object it is to glorify 
God and to do good to men, are in a course of suc- 
cessful operation. The Syiod rejoice to say that 
the church is beginning to awake, and to feel for 
the wants of those who are destitute of the bread 
and the water of life. This Christian spirit is dis- 
laving itself in the Bible, Tract, Missionary, and 
Sunday School Asso. ianons to be found in many 
of our chafches,. The consequence of these things 
is, the ignorant are instruncted—the naked are clo- 
thed, and those who had never previously heard of 
the name of Jesus, now acknowledge him to be 
their Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Al- 
ready the wilderness and moral wastes of our coun- 
try begin to bud and blossom as the rose. 
Tiroughout the bounds of the Synod there has 
been, the past year, a very commendable attention 
10 public worship on the Lord’s day, and weekly 
lectures and prayer meetings have been generally 
well attended. . 
The monthly concert has been almost universally 


the feelings of the better part of the community. | attended in our churches, and although in some 
Lut lending their aid to produce a general depra- | instances the members assembled have been few, 


vation: of morals. The Synod deeply regret that 
the laws of both God and man should be thus dis- 
regarded, while both the church and the state are 
hiade to feel the unhappy consequences. 

From scenes like these, however, we turn with 
pleasure to some more caleulated to cheer our 
Learts and encourage our hopes. 

Although we are unprofitable servants, and feel 
conscious that we have done much less in the ser 
vice of our Lord and Master than it was our duty 
to do, still, during the past year, the members of 


yet we trust their supplications have been heard, 
and answered in the conversion of many of the 
inhabitants of the islands of the sea, and many of 
the natives of our forest. 

We also learn with much satisfaction that there 
is an increased concern felt for the spiritual and 
eternal welfare of our seamen. This class of so- 
ciety, to whom we are indebted for many comforts 
and conveniences of life, have a claim to our sym- 
pathy and regard, and we are happy to learn that 
the prospects of doing good to their souls werg 





the Synod appear generally to have been diligent- 
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never more promising. 
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870 State of Religion in New-Jersey. 


Although we cannot report any such general 
outpourings of God’s Spirit as on some former 
occasions, yet we rejoice that his special influen- 
ces have not been entirely withdrawn, even during 
the past year. 

The churches of South East, and York Town, 
within the bounds ofthe Presbytery of North Riv- 
er, have been favoured with a season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. The church of 
Newburgh has alsohad a few drops from the cloud 
of mercy. 

The churches in the city of New-York have 
many of them had very considerable additions 
within the year. Ainong these we mention the 
Central Church, the Brick Church, the church 
in Rutgers-st., the Bowery Church, the church in 
Canal-st., and the’ church in Laight-st: In the 
eighth Presbyterian church a degree of prayerful- 
ness and active zeal has recently manifested itself, 
which promises very happy results. 

The church of Brooklyn has also largely parti- 
cipated in these specie! mercies from on high. 

The Synod notice with pleasure the external 
prosperity and growth of the churches within our 
bounds.—Several new churches, particularly in 
the city of New-York, have been lately erected, 
and one or two infant congregations have lately 
been organized. 

We know of notime when the external prospe- 
rity of our churches was more pleasing. For what 
there is encouraging the Synod desire to be grate- 
ful, bless God and take courage, trusting the pro 
mise that the set time to favour Zion shall come 
when the knowledge of God shall cover the earth 
as the waters do the channels of the mighty deep. 


A NARRATIVE 


Cf the State of Religion within the bounds of the 
Synod of New- Jersey. 





The Synod of New-Jersey, in commencing a 
summary of the state of Religion within their 
bounds, through the past year, would affectionate- 
ly greet the churches under their spiritual guardi- 
anship, with the apostolic benedictions of “ Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace, from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, through the Eternal Spirit.” 

There are now comprised within the limits of 
this Synod, 5 Presbyteries, and 109 Congrega- 
tiens ; in reference to which, it is true that they 
have much to deplore, but many things also which 
they rejoice to present as subjects of congratuia- 
tion and praise. — 

It cannot but be gratifying to the friends of 
Zion to learn, that with few exceptions, the ac- 
counfs which we have received from the different 
Presbyteries, represent the infterests of Religion 
to be on the increase. The Churches are walking 
in peace. Outward attention to the means of 
Grace has become more general. Some new 
Cobgregations have been organized, and new 
places of worship erected. Biblical classes, and 
the catechetical instruction of youth, are still cow- 
tinued with the most beneficial effects. Baptized 
children, with their parents, have in some instances 
been convened, and reminded of the solemn obli- 
gations imposed on them by the baptismal cove- 
nant. The system of Sabbath School instruction 





has also been pursued with great and increasing 
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success.’ Thousands who but for these ixstitu- 
tions would have grown up in ignorance and 
vice, the grief of their parents and the curse of the 
community, are now taught their duty to God and 
fitted to be useful members of society. 

The Monthly Concert of Prayer has generally 
been well observed. In addition to this, and other 
Prayer Meetings which have long existed, the Sy- 
nod are happy to learn that associations of pri- 
vate Chiistians have been formed, in several of 
our congregations, for the special purpose of im- 
ploring the effusions of the Holy Spirit upon thei ; 
which have been followed with a signal blessing. 
We also learn with pleasure, that liberal patron- 
age has been generally extended to the many be- 
nevolent and pious institutions which are estab- 
lished within our bounds; and Missionary, Edu- 
cation, and Bible Societies are fleurishing. 

With sentiments of unfeigned regard for the 
objects it contemplates, the Synod would recom- 
mend to the churches under their care, as deserving 
of no small portion of patronage, the New Jersey 
Missionary Society, which promises to be a foun- 
tain of so many blessings. Its principal object is 
to give the Gospel to the thousands who are per- 
ishing for lack of knowledge, and to aid the feeble 
and infant congregations within our bounds. 

It is due to the common canse cf humanity, to 
mention also the African School, unde the joint 


care of this Synod, and that of New-York. The. 


Synod cannot but consider the attempt to prepare 
schoolmasters and religious teachers, for the colo- 
nist who may leave our shores for Hayti or for 
Africa, as highly important. But they deeply 
lament the low and languishing state of the fands 
of this institution ; and would recommend it to the 
prayers and charities of the Christian communi- 
ly. 

The Synod would embrace this occasion of 
giving a public expression of their friendly feelings 
in behalf of the Colonization Society of this state, 
auxiliary to the national and parent institution. 
They cheerfully commend this little rivulet of 
hope for Africa to the good will and pious liberali- 
ty of their fellow citizens. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton is still 
flourishing. The number of its students have va- 
ried during the past year from 100to 105. The 
Synod would remind the churches belonging to 
this body, that they, in connexion with the Synod 
of New-York, stand bound by their representa- 
tives, to fill up. the endowment of a professorship 
in this seminary. 

But we have not only to rejoice in the general 
increase of the interests of religion ; there are also 
special reasons for thankfulness. During the last 
year, large additions have been made to many of 
the churches, particularly in the bounds of the 
presbyteries of Newark and Elizabethtown. On 
inany of the congregations in that highly favour- 
ed region, God has been pleased to pour out his 
Spirit, and to grant them times of refreshing, the 
fruits of which are to be seen in the hopeful con- 
version of upwards of 1100 sonls, 

In the Presbytery of Newark, the congregations 
of Orange, Wantage, Parsippany, Long Pond, 
Newfoundland, Bloomfield, and three churches in 
Newark, have shared extensively in the effusions 
of the Spirit. 

In the Presbytery of Elizabethtown, the con- 
gregation of Westfield, Springfield, Mount Free- 
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influence throughout the whole Wyoming valley, 
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dom, and Rahway, have also largely partaken of 
these gracious influences. 

Many particulars worthy of record and full of 
interest, relative to these sections of our church, 
might be stated: but the general and brief nature 
of this narrative compels us reluctantly to pass 
them by unnoticed, 

In the Presbyteries of New Brunswick and New- 
ton, though there has been no special revival, yet, 
in a few places within their borders, a very prom- 
ising state of things has been observed, particular- 
ly during the last two or three months, and larger 
additions than usual have been made to seme of 
the churches. 

In the Presbytery of Susquehannah, most of the 
churches are feeble and destituie of the stated 
ministry of the word. In looking over the exten- 
sive region embraced within the bounds of that 
Presbytery, it is evident that the means of grace 
are alarmingly inadequate to the exigencies of the 
population. There is room enough and work 
enough in the moral wastes of that section of the 
church, to employ many more labourers. All 
which presents a powerful appeal to our Christian 
sympathies, and a strong inducements to make 
the New-Jersey Missionary Society, already al- 
luded to, the medium of contributing our mite to 
advance the cause of Chirist in that destitute cor- 
ner of our ecclesiastical territory, The Synod, 
however, rejoice to bear that the Gospel is not 
preached to the peopie of that region in vain. The 
word of the Lord has, within the last four months, 
lad free course, aud been glorified in a wonderful 
manner, in the congregation of North Morelaad ; 
and has extended in its benign and converting 


comprising a district of seven townships. 

From this view of good devised, and good done, 
the Synod tura, with painful sensations, to the 
evils which remain to be coirected. The causes of 
lamentation ave such as have trequently been 
heard with regret, and as frequently called forth 
our admonitwa aud rebuke. Because of swear- 
ing the land mourneth. The siv of interniperance, 
if jess prevalent in some places than it formerly 
was, still continues in an alarming degree. Waut 
of due reverence to the Sabbath is manifested, rot 
only by the openly careless, but iv some instances 
even by those who profess the religion of Christ. 
The Syuod are also pained to hear of the prevail- 
ing Jukewarmness of professing Christians in 
sume parts of their bounds, and in some instances, 
of the neglect of family prayer, a want of zea: for 
extending the interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
a conformity to the sinful customs and pleasures 
of the world, and of some few cases of dissensious 
and backslidings. We would solemnly call on 
all such professors, “to search and try their ways, 
and turn again tothe Lord!” Experience clearly 
shows that wothing can be more prejudicial to the 
interests of religion than the careless or irregular 
ceportment of those who call themselves the dis- 
ciples of the Lord Jesus. The Synod close this 
uarrative with an earnestexp:essiou of thei. hope 
that those evils which exist, either amoug profess 
ing Cliristians or others, may excite suitable ha- 
miliation before God ; that Christians and Chiris- 
tian ministers will be found wore engaged ata 
throne of grace, and will follow their prayers with 
corresponding practice. 


sneans for that purpose. 
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over all the principalities and powers of darkness. 
The church shall take her seat in heavenly places ; 
and the New Jerusalem shall be seen coming 
down from Géd out of Heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. Let us therefore 
be humble and active. Let us not yield to sloth 
or despondency ; but be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of his might: knowing that “ He that 
shall come, will come, and will not tarry.” 

“ Even so come Lord Jesus! Amen.” 

New Brunswick, Oct, 20, 1825. 


LONDON SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY. 








By recent arrivals from London, says the Mar- 
iners Magazine, we received * The Seventh An- 
nual Report of the Port of London Society, for 
promoting religion among seamen,” together with 
the proceedings of the Seventh Anniversary Meet- 
ing, held at the City of London Tavern, on Mon- 
day, May 9th, 1825 ; Admiral Lord Gambier, pre- 
siding. The meeting appears to have been nu- 
merously attended, and its proceedings breathe a 
spirit of unusual zeal and engageduess. It would 
seem that the eiforts of the Society continue to re- 
ceive the divine blessing ; the success which has 
crowned its operations during the past year gives 
delightful evidence of the fact, and affords no equi- 
vocal encouragement to perseverance. A number 
of spirited resolutions were adopted, and the meet- 
ing was addressed by several gentlemen of distine- 
tien, Aimong others, we notice the tollowing ex- 
cellent xesolutions, the spirit of which we would 
earnestly commend to the adoption of the Amer- 
ican public, he 

* Resolved, That the many important -services 
rendered to this country by seamen, and the per- 
ilous nature of their duties, entitle them to the gen- 
erosity of ihe community, and give them peculiar 
claims to the ulmost efforts of Christian philan- 
thropy. 

“ Resolved, That this meeting derive much 
pleasure fiom the evidence that seamen so cheer- 
fully and gratefully avail themselves of the means 
employed by the Port of London Society for their 
religious instruction, especially by their devout at- 
rendance ov divine worship; and have great satis- 
faction in learning that the character of seamen, 
in all che ports of the United Kingdum, has under- 
gone essential insjprovemeunt. 

* Resolved, ‘That as the duties of a seafaring 
life lead British seamen to every foreign port, this 
meeting rejoice not ouly in the efforts making in 
England to elevate the moral character of seamen, 
but also in those zealous exertions directed to the 
same important end at Gibrali«r, Caleutia, Amer- 
ica, and other countries, and view these combined 
efforts as being conducive to the amity of nations, 
as Well as the best and reciprocal interests of their 
respective matioers.” 

By these igsolutions we leary the very impor- 
fant fact that the “ character of seamen in all the 
ports of the United Kingdom has undergone es- 
sential improvement” since the institution ofthe 
This faet is worth a vol- 
ume Of argument: it clearly establishes the expe- 
diency of using means to improve the moral con- 
dition of this interesting people. Eight years’ ex- 





The cause of the Lord will eventually prevail 


perience in' England ivrefutably proves that 
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men are as susceptible of improvement as any oth 
er class of men. Among the many happy conse- 
quences of elevating the tone of morals in this de- 
partment of life, that have been so properly urged 
as incentives to exertion, the one binted at in the 
Jast resolution, that it would conduce to the amity 
of nations, we believe has never before been sug- 
gested ; although to us it is sufficiently evident, and 
forms a conclusive and alone sufficient motive to 
exertion. 

The fiscal concerns of the Society give evidence 
of a degree of liberality highly commendable. It 
appears by a schedule attached to the annual re- 
port, that upwards of TWENTY THOUSAND DOL 
Lars have been received into the Treasury during 
the seven years of its existence: nearly $3000 of 
which were donations from different commercial 
institutions in London. The collections taken at 
the several anniversary celebrations, and at sundry 
other meetings during this period, exceed $7000. 
When we reflect that this Society is merely an 
auxiliary, our admiration of this munificence is 
greatly augmented. 

The Report, which runs through thirty-four oc- 
tavo pages, is one of the most important and inte 
resting documents on the subject of seamen tha 
we have ever seen. In addition to the many indi- 
vidual instances of the success of the Society’s op. 
erations during the anniversary year, which it rec- 
ords, it furnishes us with much important general 
information. The Society comes forward unde: 
the sanction of seven years experience, declaring 
the efficiency of its measures ; and, notwithstand- 
ing its having had to encounter depravity of man- 
ners formed into fixed habits by unrestricted in 
dulgence, and strengthened by corrupt associations, 
rejoicing that a great reforntation has been effec 
ted: affording indubitable evidence that the men 
who had long willingly surrendered themselves to 
every species of vice, and who were considered to 
be hopelessly abandoned, are yet susceptible of the 
highest order of devotional feelings, and capable 
of elucidating, with remarkable consistency, the 
holy tendency of genuine religion. Indeed, the 
expediency of these measures is no longer an ex- 
periment ; we are put in possession of indisputable 
resulls ; we can report past success, and point to 
flattering encouragement in prospect. In the lan- 
guage of the report, it is, indeed, “truly gratifving 
now, when seven years have elapsed since the in 
stitution of the Society, that the Committee can 
yw to the result of their labors for a satisfuctory 

emonstration of the Sociely’s utility. 

The Report commences with a short but com 

rehensive glance at the origin and progress of the 
Bociety’s operations. Inthe year 1818 the ener. 
gies of piety and benevolence became concentra- 
ted towards this object ; and, continues the Report, 
“appalling as was the undertaking to some, and 
unpromising as seemed the plan to others, the soil 
has been broken up—many deadly growths have 
been eradicated—good seed has been cast in, and 
beyond expectation the ‘desert now rejoices and 
blossoms as the rose.” The institution of the So- 
ciety was hailed with delight by all classes of Brit- 
ish subjects; parents whose children were destin- 
ed to become sailors; merchants whose property 
was intrusted to their charge, and not a few in the 
Jower walks of life, who had sorrowfully witnessed 
the alienating influence of marine occupations, in 
common with Christians of every rank, came for- 





ward to its aid. The following fact, as stated in 
the report, is a strong proof of the utility of the 
Society. 

“To the captain and to the master, as well as to the 
merchant and owner, these efforts for the religious 
instruction of seamen appeared exceedingly im- 
portant; and it is no slight concession to the hap- 
py effects of religious instruction in elevating the 
character, and in the promotion of orderly and 
respectful obedience to superiors, that many com- 
mnders, though themselves not duly appreciating 
the advantages of personal religion, prefer and 
seek out men of prayer and piety to man their ves- 
sels—a fact authenticated in many instances.— 
From no description of persons, hawever, has more 
encouragement been derived than from distiinguish- 
ed naval officers.x—They were conscious that, in 
addition to the personal benefits derivable fron 
true religion, the virtuous conduct to which it leads 
ennobles the nation, and strengthens the bonds of 
unity.” 

The report adverts to the pernicious influence 
which immoral sailors exert in heathen ports; to 
the hindrances they throw in the way of missionary 
labors, and the prejudices they exeite against Chris- 
tian nations. On the other hand, reference is 
made to many delightful instances, where sober 
and exemplary crews have most favorably impress- 
ed the natives of distant regio.s, and greatly facil- 
itated missionary efforts. The Floating Chapel 
has proved a great blessing to thousands The 
utility of separate churches for seamen is hand- 
somely illustrated in. the following paragraph :— 

* Unility of Meetings for Seamen.— Living, as 
seamen do, on the.ocean, apart from landsmen, 
they aegnire a pecaliarity of habit and of manner, 
and the Floating Chapel proves a potnt of attrac- 
tion, a common centre where they feel at home, 
mingling their prayers, their praises, and congrat- 
ulations, and deriving the most valuable instrae- 
tion. But the committee have the satisfactory 
testimony of captains that their seamen, as wellas 
themselves, are extremely gratefal for this teter- 
position in their behalf, They not only continue to 
attend during the seasons of public worship, but 
they assemble in considerable pnmbers for social 
prayer, aud other religious exercises, is which 
they greatly edify one another. A distinguished 
clergyman who attended one of their prayer-meet- 
ings, in addressing the committee on the subject, 
thus speaks :—It was a time of greafjoy tome. It 
was conducted by sailors, except myself, who was 
called upon to conclude the meeting. They were 
all captains of ships, and men before the mast. [ 
have been associated with a church of Christ for 
many years. I have often been at prayer meet- 
ings, and heard experienced christians pray, but I 
never heard men who knew better how to address 
the Deity in the language of ardent and intense 
supplication. | never was at a prayer-meeting 
where there was a more evident indication of 
Christian feeling and Christian eloquence.” 

By the following extract it will be seen that the 
friends of seamen in England have introduced the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at the Seamen’s 
Chapel; and that the various denominations of 
evangelical Christians who have, with a catholic 
spirit, united their efforts in advancing the. cause 
of a common Saviour among the descendants of 
his earliest disciples, have also mingled their devo- 
tions in a holy commemmoration of his sufferings 


_company of our blessed Lord’s disciples, gathered 
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and death. This must have been a delightful 
spectacle: what more delightful than to behold a 


from the four quarters of the globe, of whatever 
name or nation, laying aside party distinctions and 
differences, and in the unity of the spirit, assem- 
bling around his table in a common and holy com- 
munion. “ Behold how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

“ Communion of Seamen.—As the number of 
pious seamen had increased, it has for some time 
been thought desirable that the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper should be administered at the Cha- 
pel. After much and serious deliberation, the 
Committee have thought it right to add this inter- 
esting and solemn ordinance to the other exercises 
of devotion. “The testimonials required are either 
a certificate of membership with a Christian 
Church, or the evidence of pious seamen already 
known to the Committee, tha: the candidate is a 
man of pious habits, and exemplary in bis con 
duct; and great prominency is given to the sanc- 
tion of the captain, whose attestation of the pro- 
priety of his seamen’s deportment is particularly 
valued. Already pious seamen connected with 
the Church of England, members of Independent, 
and of Bapiist, and of Weskeyan Churches, have 
mingled their devotions in a holy coa:me:morauon 
of the sufferings and death of their common Sav- 
iour. Persons who can drly appreciate Christian 
feelings will readily conceive that these were scenes 
of no ordinary interest. For these men, so distin: 
guished for their cool and collected courage, and 
whose intrepidity excites the utmost admiration, 
are susceptible of all the tender feelings which de- 
votion is adapted toawaken. At the foot-stool of 
Almighty God, and particularly when conteimpla- 
ting the compassion of Jesus Christ their Saviour, 
as exemplified in his expiatory sufferings and death, 
they appear as the most contrite and humble wor- 
shippers, and evince all that tenderness of soul 
which nothing but true religion can inspire. Du- 
ring the administration of the ordinance all the 
spectators were deeply affected ; but one circum- 
stance occurred which will long exist in the mem- 
ory of those who witnessed it. None were admit 
led as communicants except those who had previ- 
ously applied to the minister, and had received a 
ticket of admission. The spectators were numer- 
ous, and they watched the solemnity with lively 
interest; but when the service was nearly over, 
and the minister was pausing between the conclu- 
sion of his final prayer and the pronouncing of the 
benediction, a. seaman, from the middle of the 
spectators, began to pray with all the simplicity 
of a nan of piety, and like an individual suffering 
tinder-disappointment. In his excellent prayer he 
&xpressed much regret at not having partaken of 
the emblems of his Saviour’s death, of which he 
should have liked to have partaken, but he thanked 
the Almighty.‘ that he had tasted of the Bread of 
Life, and of, the Water of Life,’ whilst the tears 
streamed down his hardy face; nor was there one 
present who did not weep with him. The minis- 
ter, after conversing with him, and being satisfied 
that his views respecting the ordinance were accor- 
dant with its design, invited him to partake of it. 
A few others having expressed the same desire, 
and given the same satisfaction, were associated 
with him, and it was very interesting to see this 


sitting down with as much delight and order as 
any body of Christians whatever.” 

The exhilarating fact, as stated in the close of 
the following paragraph, that a growing regard to 
the sacredness of the Sabbaih is evinced among 
seainen, is of itself the highest evidence of the util- 
ity and efficiency of the means employed, and 
should animate us to increased and persevering 
effort :— 

* Tracts have been widely distributed, and those 
published by this Society have been extensively 
useful, especially that entitled ‘ Sailing Directions 
for the voyage to Etetnity.” The widow of an 
Admirai, resident at one of the out-posts, has dis- 
tributed nearly 15,000 copies of this Tract. The 
Commiitee have received from various quarters, 
testimonies to the utility of this small publication. 
—The Seaman’s Devotional Assistant has been 
extensively used, and fully answers the purpose 
for which it was published. It has materially aid- 
ed officers in conducting divine worship when at 
sea, and the nuiwber of vessels in which the crew 
are assembled daily (except when unavoidable en- 
gagements forbid) for this important purpose, 
greatly increases. Their growing regard to the 
sacredness of the Sabbath is very strikingly evin- 
ced. 
bE OC 
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NEW-HAVEN, Novemper 12, 1825. 











BIBLE CLASSES. 


The young ladies belonging to the two Congregational 
Societies in this City, have recently beea organized into 
a Bible Class, for the important purpose of attaining a 
more general knowledge of the Holy Scriptares. Notice 
being given from the pulpit by the respective Pastors, 
that they would meet them on a day appointed, between 
80 and i00 have enrolled their names and commenced the 
study of Wilbur's Testament ; thus manifesting a desire 
to acquire that knowledge which is able to make them 
wise unto salvation. 





THANKSGIVING. 


We are happy to notice that the respective Governors 
of Maine, New-Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and New-York, have united in appointing 
the same day, Nov. 24th to be religiously observed as a 
day of Thanksgiving and Praise. We hope our New- 
England President, will introduce the custom of setting 
apart a day in which the whole Nation may unite in of- 
fering Thanksgiving and Praise to the King of nations, 
for the unnumbered blessings bestowed upon us. 





FIRES IN NEW-BRUNSWICK. 

The distressing account of the fires at the eastward, 
mentioned in our last, appears to be confirmed from every 
quarter. In fact, the half was not told us,—we have sel- 
dom if ever heard of a more awful visitation. The citi- 
zens of New-York, with a promptitude that does them 
much credit, have already raised a subscription for the 
relief of the sufferers, of more than 36000, and have re- 
quested the Governor of New-Brunswick to draw on the 
United States Branch Bank for that amount. We hope 
this Samaritan example, will be followed by the citizens 
of New-Haven, and other places. Some perhaps, will 
turn a deaf ear to the call, because the sufferers are a 





litle company of sailors, in their peculiar dress, 


great way off; and others may plead, that the treasures 
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which they had laid up against an evil day, have taken 
the wings of the Eagle and flown away. But let us look 
at our peaceful dwellings, and remember the kind Provi- 
dence who has so long preserved our city from the flames. 
—Let us look at our comforts and compare them with the 
fellowing scenes :— 

“ All the accounts, (says the N. Y. Spectator,) 
that have been received, describe the rapidity of 
the flames to have been such, as to have precluded 


. the possibility of saving property toanyextent. In 


most cases, the unsuspecting beings suddenly 
aroused from their slumbers, were unable to dress 
themselves; and immediate destruction was the 
consequence of a moment’s delay. : 

“ So instantaneous were the effects of the fire, 
that many persons who were saved, owe their pres- 
ervation to the vicinity of the river, into which they 
threw themselves, and were taken up by boats, or 
escaped on rafts of timber. In that part of Mira- 
michi called Newcastle, out of two hundred and 
fifty houses, but fourteen escaped ; and indeed, the 
circumstance of any property being saved, is cou- 
sidered as a miraculous interference. 

“ Were we to give vent to the feelings that actu- 
ate us upon this occasion, we might depict a scene 
at which the heart of the most indifferent would 
sicken; and even then, we probably should fall 
short in description of the sad reality. It cannot 
be possible to conceive the picture, which the de 
voted country that has been the scene of this visi- 
tation now presents. Near two hundred persons 
in the vicinity of Miramichi alone perished in the 
flames; and the loss of lives in the interior of the 
forests, where escape was impossible, must have 
been immense. What renders the event more af 
flicting, is the circumstance that the survivors are 
mauy of them, dreadfully mutilated, and the sick, 
and several of the dying can no longer obtain the 
slightest shelter from the severity of the weather.” 

The Free Press contains three letters from the 
priucipal scene of distress. We have room only 
for the following extracts: 

* We have the awful story to tell you that one 
half of the people ou this river are now destitute of 
house, home, and property, of any description.— 
We had a most awful night on Friday the 7th inst. 
—the fire appeared to come all at once, and noth 
ing but destruction before our eyes. Newcastle 
and Douglastown are all burnt to the ground, ex- 
cept a few houses, and it appears as though Chat- 
ham and Nelson were only preserved as a refuge 
for the distressed. We have now some hundred: 
in Chatham who escaped from the fire, some halt- 
burnt, and others dying from suffocation. Indeed 
it is not in the power of any one to describe the 
scene which we now witness—men, women and 
children coming in from all parts of the river, with- 
out clothing to cover them. We have all been up 
these two nights past watching, and preparing for 
the worst.” 

Another letter of the same date, (Oct. 10,) speak- 
ing of the destruction of the town of Newcastle, 
says: 

* Our late flourishing settlement is laid in ashes. 
The people of Newcastle had no idea of the fire 
being so near, the smoke having beeu so great all 
day that none could see whese the flames were un- 
tl they came down upon them. Many people 
have jost their lives: whole families have been 
burnt to ashes round thei dwellings. The Chat- 
hans side of the siver has escaped the destruction: 
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but the Newcastle side is entirely destroyed—with 
the exception of a house here and there, in low 
situations, so that the fire passed oyer them. 

“ Last night I had to take my turn to watch a 
store with provisions, which had been threatened 
by the hungry poor to be broken open. The Ma- 
gistrates and others are doing the best they can 
to feed them for the present; but there are so ma- 
ny that it cannot last long without something else 
be done: numbers have expired with cold and 
hunger ; and many poor, sick people, just rescued 
from the fever, have perished from the effects of 
fatigue, afier having escaped the fire. 

“God only knows what is to become of this 
place; for the only article of export we had to 
depend upon, is, I fear, completely destroyed — 
for it seems even now, as though the whole coun- 
try isin flames. ‘The smoke is so great that, in 
truth, the place seems buried in ruins and suffoca- 
tion.—God bless you ell, and preseive you from 
the like calamity.” 

On the 17th a gentleman arrived in Halifax 
from Miramichi, which place he left on the 13th, 
three days later than the other accounts, and 
brought the unwelcome intelligence that the fire 
continued to rage near the scene of the great con- 
flagration, “and that fiom the lumber-men who 
had come in, accounts had been reeeived of ihe 
loss of several lives; one instance he mentions, 
where of a party of sixteen persons, but three had 
escaped,” 

The editor of the Free Press adds, that, mel- 
ancholy as these descriptions are, he fears more 
heart-rending accounts are yet to be received. 
Numbers must have perished, of whom no account 
will probably be ever obtained; and many per- 
sons who have been mutilated and otherwise per- 
sonally injared, will continne from time to time to 
be discovered in remote situations, or will perish 
through want in distant aud retired paris of the 
country.” 

More than a column of the Free Press is occu- 
pied with details of the measures adopted in Hali- 
fax, for the relief of their fe‘low-citizens of the 
sister colony. ‘The tidings were met by the citi- 
zens of Halifax, with that promprtitude and com- 
passionate feeling which they must universally 
excite. Sentiments of sorrow and a desire to 1en- 
der assistance have been every where manifested, 
and have not been confined to age, rank or sex. 
The Legislative Council was convened by the 
Governor, subscriptions, pubiie and private, were 
instantly set on foot, vessels sent off with provis- 
ions, clothing, medicines, Xc. and in short every 
thing was doing which it was thought would be 
beneficial iv assuaging the pangs of hunger, for 
famine has followed the course of the destructive 
element. 


BURMAH. 

Several letters from Messrs. Wade and Lawson, 
dated in Calentta as late as April Ist and 18th, are 
published in the American Baptist Magazine for 
Nov. No information had been received at Cal- 
cutta, of the circumstances or fate of Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson, and Dr. Price. There is yet a painful 
suspense on this subject. But al! the letters ex- 
press a confident expectation of the establishment 








of British authority in Burmah, and that a more 
effectual dour will be speedily opened for preach- 















ing the gospel to the natives, without the fear of 
persecution. These Missionaries say, they were 
anticipating with pleasure, the arrival of Mr. and 
Mrs, Boardman, and an early termination of the 
war.—Christian Watchman. 





SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Captain F. Arthur, of the ship Swift, on his re- 
turn from the coast of Japan, touched at Atooi, 
one ot the Sandwich Islands, about the 20th June 
jast, and left there on the 26th. A short time 

rior to which former date, the British frigate, 
commanded by Lord Byron, despatched for the 
yurpose of conveying from England the remains 
of Riho Riho, had arrived at Oahu. The corpse 
was landed at that island, and immediately depos- 
ited in the house of Billy Pitt, prime minister— 
which house was thereupon strictly “tabu’d.” Af- 
ter having duly lain in state, the funeral was sol- 
emnized in the European style—a long and splen- 
did procession was formed, consisting of Europe- 
ans, Americans, and natives, who attended the 
bedy to the place of sepulture. For the first time, 
the natives were prohibited by their chiefs from 
exhibiting the customary evideuces of grief on 
such occasions. Of this regulation the natives 
complained sadly—saying, that if they were not 
to be permitted to “cry,” or utter audible lamen- 
tations, their late King might as well have been 
buried in England. Many Evrepean customs 
had also been iniieduced, through the influence 
of Lord Byron, and those chiefs who had visited 
England. Among the new laws was one allow- 
ing to every native the privilege of procuring a 
market forthe produce of his own labour, without 
first being compelled, as formerly, to bring his com- 
modities to the chiels.—The utmost wanquillity 
prevailed at the islands. George ‘Tumoree, the 
late disturber, was going at large, perfectly harm- 
less ;-though the chiefs cherisli a detemination to 
destroy him, as soon as the pretectivo of Bills 
Pitt shali be withdrawa. ‘The young Prince Re- 
gent is very much beloved.—.Vaal. Ing. 





CHEROKEES. 


The following letier from David Brown, a Cherokee na- 
tive, who has been engaged iv the translation of the 
Gospel in hes mother tongue, to his correspondent in 
New-York, will be read with deep imterest. 


[ Rel. Chron. 
Willstown, Cherokee .Valion, 


20th August. 1325. 

My Dear Frien!,—I_ have just returned from a 
funeral, about ten miles fiom this place, where a 
concourse of people had assembled to pay their 
respects and to deposit their kindred flesh beneath 
the lonely clod, there to sleep until the great and 
notable day of the Lord come. Religious services 
were performed on the occasion, viz. exhortation, 
prayers and singing in the Cherokee, and by a 
Cherokee. The scene was solemn beyond de- 
scription. Bitter and doleful cries were uttered by 
the surviving relatives, when they saw the corpse 
of their beloved friend sinking under ground, they 
lified up their voices and wept. The deceased di- 
ed in the Christian faita, and a joyful hope of im- 
mortality. This Cherokee, I hope, has gone to 
praise forever that God that sent to her the news 
of salvation by missionaries. Though born and 
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bred up a heathen, amid thick darkness, in due 
time God, who is rich in mercy, sent light aod 
peace to her, and now, it is hoped, has taken her 
to himself in glory, to sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb without end. 

Late letters from Arkansas say that all friends 
there are well; that brother Waher and wife are 
subjects of renewing grace, and that they expect 
me there in the fall, which I hope they will realize. 
I again touch on the subject of a printing press 
for my brethren in Arkansas. If not before, I 
must now solicit your exertion to obtain one, as 
soon as practicable, in the way I proposed in a let- 
ter from Arkansas on the subject. ‘To that letter 
I refer your attention. In case the five hundred 
dollars appropriated by the*Cherokees, is not suffi- 
cient to purchase one, and to meet all expenses 
incident to its transportation from Baltimore to 
Arkansas, any assistance ina pecuniary way, ren- 
dered by Christian friends, or any persons—I 
know that the whole nation wi!l be penetrated with 
gratitude, and particularly to yourself, for your 
kind attention to them. 

Please to give my affectionate regards to Robert 
Webber, and may he ever walk in paths of virtue 
und religion—may industry and diligence mark 
his character. 

Our mutual friend Mr. John Ross is well. I 
spent three days with him lately. Trade in this 
country, hie says, is dull, and has more goods than 
can be disposed of for a considerable time to come. 

You have, no doubt, read with indignation of 
the wrongs and misfortunes of the Creeks the mass 
of whom are innocent and harmless people. But 
one of their number (partly white, and IT wnder- 
stand cousin to Gov. Troup,) acted the part of a 
traitor, and disposed of most all their land to Geor- 
via. Tufluenced by the love of money, this fellow 
sold the birth right possession of Ins people. The 
Cherokees deeply sy mpathize with the poor Creeks. 
This same Melutosh tried once to bribe the Cher- 
okees. When bis intensions were known to them, 
he was expellei forever from their couneils, and 
his character publicly made known, aud was dis- 
gracefully ordered to return into his own country. 
He has the:efore, ever since beef known among 
the Cherokees, asa traitor, and his character eyed 
with contempt. No death ever gave so aniversal 
satisfaction ax Mclitosh’s. 

Your friend and brother, 
Davin Brown. 


EARLY RISING. 





FROM BUCKLAND’S LETTERS. 
‘Let me inquire, what have been your feelings, 
when peculiar circumstances of business, or other 
sufficiently strong inducements, have led you to 
vise earlier than usual? Have you not been sur- 
prised at your past insensibility, which could su‘Ter 
you to lose so much valuable time? Have you 
not despised yourself for having yielded to what is 
generally called an tndulgence, but which you 
nave found to be a complete obstacle to the most 
exquisite of all induigences? Have you not, in 
spite of your recollections of past habits, experier 
ced something like a sentiment of contempt” 
those who were still immured in sleep, ust fe 
exerting the faculties mature had bestow! 
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stead of employing their judgments at a time when 
-they were most capable of exercise ? Have you not 
felt the force of the poet’s remark, 


* ’Tis brave to wake lethargic souls among, 
To rise surrounded by a sinking throng :” 


and, in all the pride of your self-complacent supe- 
riority, pitied from your heart the slaves of sloth, 
who were too abject even to desire their emanci- 
pation from its tyranny 7” 


The following considerations are addressed to the mis- 
tress of a family. 


‘The activity of mind and body that is felt in 
the morning, would render your occupations much 
jess irksome than they must often prove at a later 
period. Those employments which succeeded 
would be conducted better; for however trifling 
some of them appear, if they are worth doing at 
all, they are worth doing wejl. You would set 
ap example to your servants and domestics, which 
would produce an effect that entreaty or command 
could never have obtained. Surely no servant 
will lie in bed when she knows that her mistress is 
up andactive. A principle of shame must operate 
with all its foree, and render her incapable of self- 
indulgence, when she ts receiving such a pointed 
practical reproof. You would provide for the eas- 
nalties of the day : unexpected hinderances would 
not disarrange your plans; onlooked for interrup- 
tions would still leave you much time upon hand. 
And one great advantage would be the result.— 
The surpivs hours (ah! surplus bours!! my dear 
madam, for I must believe that you have affixed a 
few mental marks of exclamation after these 
words,) would afford an opportunity for intellecta- 
al improvement. Your favorite authors would 
again be read. The pursuits of your earlier 
years, before the cares of a family, and the anxie- 
tics of a mother were known, would again be in- 
dulged in: and thus would you render yourself ev- 
en still better qualified than at present for your ha- 
bitual and delightful employment,—the instruction 
of your children.’ 

‘If you were to talk to them of shortening their 
existence, by blotting out a certain number of 
years, or even of months, they would shudder at 
the thonght and be alarmed at the suggestion.’ 

‘Tell your youthful charge that the shore which 
surrounds their native land, and which has resis- 
ted for ages the rude attacks of the boisterous 
ocean, is composed of grains of sand; that the 
cable which prevents the floating bulwarks of their 
country from dashing against the racks that threat 
en them, consists of single fibres of flax; that the 
lucid path which circumseribes the heavens, is pro- 
duced by an assemblage of countless stars; that 
the largest numbers are formed of units; and that 
the 'engtheued space of succeeding ages, which 
extends from the morning of creation to the pres 
ent “hour, is made up of single moments ;—they 
will thus become real cconomists of their time; 
you will render them avaricious, where avarice is 
no sin; you will make them parsimonious where 
parsimony is a virtue. ‘Teach thei to calculate 
for themselves. Let them find the som in hours; 
to which a minute daily gained will amount.— 
‘Set their computation prove to them, “that the 
angrence between rising between five and seven 
0 Ck in the morning for the space of forty years, 
SUPPO\ ge a person to go to bed at the same hour 
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ten years to his life :”—and then reverse the ques- 
tion. Propose to them, that instead of gaining ten 
years, the same period be expunged: that it be 
given up to sleep and inaction: and you will con- 
vince them by the simplest rules of arithmetic, 
what a treasure may be acquired, and what a loss 
may be sustained.’ 


The following quotation is addressed to such as fee! 
some conviction of past negligence, and some desire to 
amend, 


‘ Endeavor to impress your mind every night be- 
fore you go to sleep, with the necessity of rising 
early on the following morning. Take a cursory 
review of all the arguments which have been ad- 
vanced in favor of the practice ; of the happy ef- 
fects which it produces ; and the pernicious conse- 
quences which result from a contrary line of con- 
duct. Think on the value of the smallest portion 
of time, the regret oecasioned by a recollection of 
its loss, and the satisfaction experienced by reflec- 
tions on its improvement :—bow consoling the ret- 
rospect of minutes won! how sad the remem- 
hrance of moments thrown away! Anticipate the 
feelings of a death-bed recurrence to the years that 
are past; divest yourself of the carelessness of 
health and security ; and realize the views of one 
who is awakened by the pangs of dissolution, and 
the prospects of eternity ; recal the solemn fact to 
your mind, that time isa talent, of which you must 
render an exact account, and determine to spend 
it now, as you would then wish it had been spent. 
Look back upon the countless hours already Jost, 
and though you cannot redeem them, prove that 
vou are net impenitent, by the economical use of 
those which semain; and accustom yourself to 
meditate on the probability of your suddenly ex- 
changing misspent time, for an eternity which will 
not be too long to lament its profusion. It is by 
reflections such as these, that the incitement will 
continue, and you will soon establish such a regu- 
lar custom of early rising, that the practice will] 
eventually become habitual, without the necessity 
of recalling the reasons which led to it. 





FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH, 


A CONTRAST. 


For a part of the last six years, divine Provi- 
dence has cast my lot in a region of country, where 
onty here and there is springing upa little village, 
or stands a solitary dwelling, around which waves 
the extensive forest. 

Ojlien revisiting New- England, I cannot fail to 
observe the great contrast between the land of my 
nativity and that of my adoption. One, opulent 
and populous—blessed with Sabbaths and Bibles, 
churches and pastors; the other in its infancy— 
struggling against poverty, privation and disap- 
polutinent—in a great measure destitute of places 
of worship, churches and teachers; but unwilling 
to rest till all these privileges are secured. Daur- 
ing the last two months, while in New-England, I 
have been filled with wonder and delight, on meet- 
ing with somany ministers of the gospel. Not un- 
frequently have [I attended public worship on the 
Sabbath, where there were two clergymen present ; 
in a number of instances, there have been three, 
and in one instance, four. On other days of the 
week, I have often met with them ; some of whom 
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where to go, or what todo; while some others 
were laid up for future service, or to slumber till 
they are forgotten. 

I have been astonished at this, because “the 
harvest is plenteous but the laborers few :—deligh- 
ted, because | am extremely happy in their society, 
and I hope, often benefitted by their advice and 
instruction. I love the true and faithful ministers 
of Jesus, for their goodness and benevolence, as 
well as “for their work’s sake,” and would to God 
I were able to do more for their comfort and sup- 
port than I do. 

If any for a moment doubt, how [ would have 
these remarks applied, or wish to know why I 
would have them before the public, let thei follow 
me back to those regions that sit in darkness ; and 
there I can point them to a people that keep no 
Sabbaths, because they have long been removed 
from the land of Sabbaths, and no one has called 
them to its observance:—to a people, who have 
none to direct them to heaven and to glory :— to 
9 people who, if they have a Bible, know not that 
“it is able to make them wise unto salvation.” 

Here and there too, I could point them to a 
Christian ; and to little churches recently formed. 
—it would seem but to droop and die ; for they are 
“as lambs among wolves”—few to guide ana pro- 
tect, and “Jead them into green pastures”— while 
sickness and death in rapid succession call one and 
another of the little flock to the grave and to hieav- 
en. 

There too, 1 could point tkem to the house of 
the awakened, dying sinner, who expects soon to 
see his final Judge; and he is not prepared! If be 
call for a minister, he must probably call in vain. 
Perhaps he sinks from prolvation into hell, because 
he neglected former privileges, and now no one 
ean direct him “tothe Lainb of God which ta- 
keth away the sin of the world.” 

In yonder house, there is a hoping, trembling, 
doubting Christian, about to ty the realities of 
eternity.—He has fived listiess, and far from his 
God and Redeemer; for vo brother, or sister, or 
minister, was there, to “stir up his pure mind by 
way of remembrance,” and encourage him in his 
pilgrimage through this wicked and unfriendly 
world. Send for ihe elders of the church he can 
not ;— there either never were any, or they sleep in 
an untimely grave. His minister—alas! such a 
blessing be never enjoyed; and he must die, if not 
in despair, yet without consolation, and perhaps 
without a christian friend to wipe the death drops 
from his forehead !— There, around that new grave, 
stand afilicted disconsolate mourners, that would 
gladly prepare for that world, where there is no 
more sin, sorrow nor crs mg ; but because there are 
none to instruct them, they remain ignorant ; soon 
forget their mortality and their wo; and grope 
their way downward ull they fall to rise no mote. 

Permit me to add, that in those climes are a 
people, not only willing, but waiting to hear the 
gospel, They once heard it with great delight, 
and. those days, though far gone by, are not torgot- 
ten. They love the faithful minister, and won!d 
gladly contribute to his support, but candidates 
cannot be found. 

I might enumerate many of the objections, 
which really do exist, and very many which are 
imaginary ; all of which are often urged by minis 
ters and their friends, to jusufy them in not going 
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me barely inquire, Is it not “through much tribu- 
lation, that we must enter into the kingdom of 
heaven?” Must hnndreds and thousands of im- 
mortal souls perish if our new settlements, before 
ministers can go among them, and endure the 
hardships and privations which other men endure ? 
Are nene but the fields destitute of briars and 
thorns, destined for the labors of the minister ? 
And where, in the world, can there be a greater 
prospect of usefulness, than in a conntry where 
there are habits to be formed, societies to be built 
up, houses of worship to be erected, churches to be 
organized, and in sbort the whole foundation laid 
for civil and religious privileges. S—-r. 


PROTESTANT MARTYRS. 
[The records of the United Brethren furnish 
some highty interesting accounts of the last hours 
of several of the Patrons of the Protestant and 
Brethren’s Churches, who suffered for their faith, 
in Bohemia, in 1621. From these documents we 
give, man abridged form, the annexed affecting 


history. } 
* 





* * * They spent 


the greatest part of the night in prayer, singing 
hymns, and edifying conversation. As soon as 
the day dawned, they washed themselves, and put 
on clean linen and other suitable apparel. as if they 
were preparing fora feast. At five o'clock the 
firing of a gun from the castle geve the signal for 
execution ; on hearing which they embraced, en- 
couraged, and comforted each other, expressing 
their earnest wishes, that each of them might be 
strengthened with power from above, to remain 
faithful unto death. Those that were first called, 
addressed their fellow-sufferers to this effect: 
“The Lord bless and keep you, dearest friends! 
May he give you the comfort of his spyit, with pa- 
tience and courage, that you may. be evabled to 
seal what you have hitherto confessed with heart 
and mouth, by a glorious death, We are going 
before you, that we may behold the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and vou will soon follow,” &e. 
To which the remaining Brethren replied: * May 
God make it a blessed path, by the merits of the 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ. Enter first, 
dear Brother, into our heavenly Father’s house ; 
we are assured by the grace of Jesus, in whom 
we have believed, that we shall see each other 
again this day in heavenly bliss,” &c, It is plain, 
from all circumstances, and their own expressions, 
thatthe cheerfulness, with which they met death 
proceeded from a conviction, that they were called 
upon to lay down their lives for their confession 
of the truths of the Gospel ; for if they had been 
willing to deny them, and to submit to the Pope’s 
yoke, their offence against the state would have 
beén overlooked, and their lives spared. 
The first who was led to the scaffold, was 
Yount Schlick, late governor of Bohemia to King 
Frederick, and the principal patron of the Breth- 
ren’s Church; a man possessed of great talents 
and unshaken piety, and highly esteemed and be- 
loved by all. good men. After hearing his sen- 
tence, that he should be beheaded, quartered, and 
his body exposed at a cross road, he exclaimed : 
“ Levis est jactura sepulchri !”’—* To remain un- 
buried is not of much consequence,” To t 
minister who comforted and encouraged him“ 





among a people so destitute and needy. But let 
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exhortations, and can assure you, that through 
God’s mercy, I am not distubed by any fear of 
death. I have formerly ventured to defend the 
doctrines of true Ghristianity, and now I am ready 
to suffer death, in proof of my firm adherence to 
these divine truths.” When the report of the 
gun was heard, he exclaimed ; “ This is the signal 
for our death; and I shall be the first ; but thon, 
O Lord Jesus! have mercy upon us!” Upon the 
scaffold, he turned his face towards the morning 
stn, and exclaimed ; “ Thou Son of Righteous- 
ness, Lord Jesus Christ! help me to penetrate 
through the darkness of death, to thy everlasting 
light.” The dignity and cheerfulness with which 
he walked two or three times up and down the 
scaffold, offering up a short prayer, and subinit- 
ied, kneeling, to the exeeutioner’s word, affected 
the spectators so much, that they could not re- 
frain fron tears. 

After him, Wenceslas von Budowa, likewise a 
member of the Brethren’s church, was brought 
upon the scaffold. He was a venerable man, 
seventy-four years of age, of great learning, and 
celebrated for several publications, and had filled 
anany important offices under the Emperor Ru- 
Jolph. In his quality as patron, he had been a 
member of the new consistory of Prague. On 
the approach of danger, he brought his family 
into a place of safety, and returned alone to the 
city. His secretary asked him, why he had not 
remained with them, bis life being in danger? to 
which he answered: * My conscience would not 
suffer me to forsake so good a cause. Possibly it 
tay be the Lord’s will that I should seal my tesii- 
snony with my blocd.” Thea, rising cheerfully 
from his seat, he exclatmed, “Here am 1, my 
4iod! do with me, thy servant, as seemeth good 
unto thee!” Wheu his secretary told him, that a 
report had been spiead that he had died of a brok- 
ev heart; he said, smiling, “ What! [ die of a 
broken heart! [ have never felt more glad of 
heat, than in my present situation. Beheld my 
paradise,” poiuting to the Bibie, “ never did it af 
ford me such delicious fruit, as at thistime. Lam 
alive, and shall live, as long as my God pleases ; 
nor shall any man ever see the day, ou which wu 
may be said with teuth, Budowa died of a biokew 
heart!” 

On the day of his execution, two Jesuits called 
upon him, and with many soothing expressions 
declared their wish to save his soul. He answered: 
* My dear fathers! T only wish that you were as 
well assured of the salvation of your souls as 1 am 
of mine. Praise and thanks be to God, who by 
ins spirit bas assured me of my salvation by the 
bleed of the Lamb. I know’ that a crown of 
righteousness Is reserved for me.” ‘They objected ; 
“that was hot meant for him, for Paul lad only 
spoken conce:ning himself.” “ Nay,” replied he, 
* vou are surely mistaken, for the apostle himself 
adds ; ‘and not for me only, but for all them that 
love his appearing.’” Soon after this interview 
he ascended. the scaffold with a cheerful eounte- 
nance, uncovered lus head, and, stroking down his 
grey haw, exclanmed, * O ye heary locks, what 
gical hooour ts put upon you, that you are now to 
be adorned with a martyr’s crown!” After pray- 

g for some time, he surrendered his venerabie 
Mary head to be severed from the body. It was 
ies we struck off aud fixéd upon a tower, as 
# PUM spectacle.— Rel. Chron. 








[ Novy. 
FROM THE PHILADELPHIAN. 
ATHEISM. 


Infidelity never appears more supremely ridic- 
ulous than in the professed atheist. The rejec- 
tion of the revelation of God manifest in the flesh, 
and the redemption of the church through his 
blood excites other emotions. He who thus denies 
the Lord that bought him, may be the subject of 
earnest persevering prayer, and for such an one, 
the Christian may enter into his closet and with 
strong crying and tears make intercession that God 
would shine into his heart to give him the know!l- 
edge of his glory in Jesus Chirist, and constrain 
him to draw near tu a throne of grace for repen- 
tance and remission of sin,—but for hin who has 
eyes to behold the firmament, and who has suffi- 
cient intellect to cousider the heavens, the moon, 
and stars, how can one sertously pray that he may 
be convinced that God is, and that these things 
are his handy works and ordained by hin. That 
there’s a God above us, all nature cries aloud 
through all her works, and this voice has in every 
age been heard and acknowledged “ by saint, by 
savage and by sage.” The existence of a presi- 
ding divinity by whom all things consist, a Great 
Spirtt “Jehovah, Jove or Lord” is written upon 
the heart of every intelligent being. The poor 
India « sees him in the clond and hears him in the 
wind, and every-human being, trom the things 
that are seen believes beyond question, that some 
infinite being lives through all life, extends through 
ull extent, spreads undivided, operates unspent, 
and thus sustains the Universe. 

Atheism can therefore never have a place in the 
sober faith of any wan. It is the vain refuge of 
hun who fleeing upon the wings of the wind to 
the uttermost parts of the earth, before the coa- 
victing spirit of the Lord hath even there found 
hind a present witness and avenger. It is the des- 
perate conciusion of the man, who has resolved to 
refuse him that speaketh from heaven, and the 
only hope of escape from devouring fire “ which 
albeit he may affirm most vehemently yet doth he 
not believe.” Ail argument therefore addressed 
to lita is idle words, for he ts aheady “ persuaded 
in his owe wind.” 

The following anecdote will exhibit clearly the 
strength of Atheistical profession. It is matter 
of fact, of recent occurrence. 

Mr. B. a resident of , had long been a de- 
clared Atheist, and in this manver always resisted 
the messages of grace. Mr. * * *, a minisier of 
Christ whose praise is in the churches, and who 
had much practice and experimental knowledge 
of the deceiifuluess of the heart, came to the town 
of ——, and gave notice that he would preach the 
next Sabvath. The friends of Mr. B. invited him 
to attend the preaching of the word on that day, 
with the expressed intent of putting his infidelny 
to the test. Well, said he, in a toue of confident 
assurance and defiance, “1 will go.” He went, 
and while the preacher reasoned of a judgment to 
come he trembled. After the close of the services 
of the sanctuary, a friend introduced him to the 
preacher, observing at the same time that he was 
an Atheist. “An Atheist!” said the minister. 
«Yes, sir,” said Mr. B. “i'm an Atheist.” “Tis 
impossible,” said the minister. © “[is true,,.sir,” 





said Mr. B. “and I sheuld be glad of an argument, 








sir, as 1 hold it impossible for any man to prove to 
me that there isa God ; and sir—but “ hold,” said 
the minister, “I must first be satisfied that you are 
an Atheist.” “ Well, sir,” said Mr. B. “doT not 
tell you, sir, thatf am so?” “But my Bible,” 
said the minister, “ declares that the haman heart, 
which of course includes yours, is not only despe- 
rately wicked, but deceitful above all things, and 
the Holy Ghost therefore asks who can know it: 

radventure, therefore, you mav be deceived in 
this matter.” “But, sir, said Mr. B. “do I not 
know what I believe? am [not a rational crea- 
ture?” “Well,” said the minister, let us try the 
point, I will propose a test to which you can sub- 
mit without difficulty or trouble ; if you will pledge 
yourself to pursue the course which [ shall direct, 
I will then proceed to the argument which you 
seem so much to desire.” “I do not wish,” said 
Mr. B. “to pledge myself thus blindly to do any 
thing. What will you have me to do?” “ It shall 
be,” said the minister, “such a thing as shall be 
perfectly consistent with your professed belief and 
also reasonable and easy. If (yourself being the 
Judge) it shall not be so, according to your own 
scheme —you shall be under no obligation to per- 
form it.” “Very well,” said Mr. B. promptly, “1 
will. What do you propose, sir.” * This night,” 
said the minister, ** when deep sleep shall fall upon 
man and thick darkness shall cover the world, you 
shall, taking solemn thought, and after deep medi- 
tation walk deliberately aud alone to yonder hill, 
and in the thick darkness of the forest which co- 
vers its summit, you shall stand and raise your 
eves and your clenched hands to the firinament 
above you, and shall then declare: There is no 
Giod who created me—There is no God who pie- 
serves me—There is no God whom I fear. Will 
you do this ?” 

“IT I cannot say that 1 will,” said Mr. B. 

Oh said the minister you are no Atheist ; [ was 
sure you was mistaken. We agree on this point. 
There is no place for argument. A. A. 


ON AFFLICTION, 


“* No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous ; nevertheless afterward it yreldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness unto them which are exerci- 
sed thereby.’’— Heb. xii. 11. 

Much has been said and written, by the wisest 
and best of men in all ages, upon this very impor- 
tant subject. It appears that there are two facts 
to be well weighed and realized in our minds, 
which (under the dive blessing) will go far to 
reconcile our miuds to all the Lord’s dealings with 
us in affliction. 

ist. That our hearts are diseased by sin; and 
that God, in his infinite wisdom, sees that afflic- 
tion is the only effectual medicine which can be 
applied to cure this desperate malady. 

2nd. That we are naturally prone to love the 
world, aud the things of the world; and that no- 
thing but affliction can embitter this world to us, 
and make us willing that God should take His 
own way wiih us, however much it may oppose or 
contradict our way. If some grievous disease had 

Visited our bodies, and we had entire contidence 

in the skill of the physician, whom we believed to 

be infallible, how readily, and even thankfully, 
should we take all his prescriptions, however bit- 
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ally true respecting our Lord Jesus Christ the 
great physician of souls. Again: If we firmly 
believe that this world is a mortal enemy to the 
peace and comfort, and eternal happiness, of our 
souls ; surely we should not complain of that which 
embitters the world to us, and makes us willing to 
consider ourselves only as strangers and pilgrims 
in an enemy’s country. Now this is really aad 
actually the case, as the word of God declares ; 
for we are expressly assured, that “the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God ;” and that * who- 
soever will be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God.” ‘There is one more consideration, which 
is this: supposing affliction and trouble to be phy- 
sic for the soul, we inay be assured, that our heav- 
enly physician has appointed to every individual 
the best and most suitable, and in fact the only 
suitable, medicive that will effect a cure ; and that, 
however unwelcome it may be to flesh and blood, 
there is no other affliction but the very iden- 
lical one which God has laid upon us, that would 
answer the eud which he intends to accomplish by 
it. 

It dues, indeed, require strong faith to believe 
these great truths, and to live undes their practical 
inflrence. It is very evident, however, that the 
Apostles wrote their epistles in this spirit; and it 
should be the constant desire and earnest prayer 
of every Christian, that he may thus feel and thus 
live. 

What else could the Apostle Paul mean wher; 
he speaks of being “ crucified to the world, and the 
world crucified to hin.” God must have our whol 
hearts, and He will have them if we are His chil- 
dren. 

The love of hushands, wives, chjldren, parents, 
friends, riches, honours, pleasures, Must all be sub- 
servient to our love to Christ ; and God often takes 
away a beloved husband, or wife, or child, or pa- 
rent, or friend, that eur whole hearts may be given 
to Him. 

What earthly consideration can trouble that in- 
dividual who is able to say, * Wone of these things 
move me; neither count I my life dear to myself, 
so that I may finish my course with joy.” “ Hav- 
ing a desire to depart and lo be with Christ, which 
is far better.” 

Seeing then that afllictions are absolutely neces 
sary, that they are so short asto be compared tu a 
moment, and so profitable, as to work for us, a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; and 
that every individual Christian has that particular 
kind, and measure, and length of affliction, which 
is the best suited to his case; what remains bat for 
Ns to say, inthe language of our blessed Redeem- 
er: * The cup which my father hath given me shall 
[ not drink it? Not my will, O Lord ; but thine be 
done.” May the Lord enable every Christian to 
suy, and to feel this entire subimis-ion to his holy 
will, for Christ’s sake. 

THE CEREMONY OF MAKING POPISH SAINTS. 

The reader is probably aware that the Church 
of Rome has bestowed Uie appellation of Saint o: 
many individuals besides the apostles and th‘ 
immediate disciples. The saints thus cre ®t 
amount to many thousands, and their reli 7!° 
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these saints, of which many instances are recorded. 
Ove to whom many prayers were offered up in 
Spain, cailed St. Viar, and whose shrine was vis- 
ited by persons afflicted in the loins, was proved 
by an antiquary to have been a Roman surveyor 
of the highways, anda heathen! The ignorant 
| ; monks having mistaken an inscription found on 
; an old stone, for the name and title of a saint! As 
to relics, frequent inistakes have arisen: on exam- 
ining the bones of St. Pie, in Normandy, a few 
years since, it was discovered that the saint had two 
leftlegs. But is painful to dwell upon such in- 
stances of fraud and credulity. 

When Dr. Moore was at Rome, in 1775, a new 
saint, called St. Buonavantura, was added to the 
list. Dr. M. was present at the first part of the 
ceremony usual on these occasions, which is call- 
ed the beatification of a saint, and has given a full 
account of the particulars. For several days pre- 
viously a very large picture of the proposed saint 
was hung up in front of St. Peter’s church, and 
printed papers announcing the ceremony were 
distributed, particularly by the Franciscan Monks, 
of whose order he had been a member. Ov the 
day fixed for the solemnity, the Pope, with many 
Cardinals and other ecclesiastics, attended ; a long 
discourse was pronounced by a Franciscan Friar, 
setting forth the devotions, penances, and charita- 
ble actions of the saint, and enumerating the mir- 
acles he had performed when alive, and those ef- 
fected after his death by his bones! The most 
remarkable among these was his replenishing a 
lady’s cupboard with bread, after her housekeeper 
had, by the saiut’s desire, given to the poor all the 
loaves she had in the family. 

This orator was opposed as usual by another, 
who is called the advocate fur the Devil, and ob- 
jects to the miracles of the saint, his life aud con- 
duct, &c. &c. This coutroversy was drawn out to 
a great length ; but at length-the claimant was ad- 
| mitted to the privileges of beatification, which Dr. 
M. says the Church of Rome considers “ as euti- 
tling the saint to more distinction in heaven than 
before ; but be bas uot the power of freeing souls 
from purgatory ill he has been canonized, and 
therefore is not addressed in praver till he has ob- 
tained the second honour.” We may here od- 
serve, that the Pope decrees who are to be consid 
ered as saints, and thus professes to kuow who are 
in heaven. 

A more recent account of a similar ceremony is 
given in a letter from Rome, dated May 28, in de 
present year, 

“On Whit Monday was beatified, in St. Petes’s 
at Rome, a Spanish Franciscan Friar, vamed St. 
Julian da St. Agostino, The church was hung 
with crimson damask, illuminated with wax can 
tiles, and Oruamented with large paintings, repre- 
senting several miracles ascribed to him while liv- 
ing as well as afier his decease. One of them 
afforded considerable anmusement: it represented 
St. Julian, who il seems was cook to his convent, in 
the act of taking several half-roasted birds from a 
it and restoring them to life, clothtiog them mait- 
lously with feathers, und enabling them to fly 
! The 7'e Deum was sung, and followed by 
addressed to this new saint! High mass 
td the ceremony, and in the afiernoon the 
ed the church and prayed before the 
new St. Julian.” The writer adds, 
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to take place. The reader will recollect this is 
the year of jubilee. 

We hardly know how to regard such ceremo- 
nies, they invite ridicule; but it is impossible to 
contemplaie them without pain, when we consider 
they are parts of a system by which ignorant souls 
are led from the Saviour, and induced to look to 
mortals like themselves for pardon and salvation. 
Let the reader picture to himself such a scene ex- 
hibited in one of the cathedrals of Kugland, and 
let him ask himself what would be his opinion of 
a religion which sanctioned such proceedings. 

[London Tract Mag. 


PRAYER FOR COLLEGES. 

The immense importance of Revivals of Reli- 
gion in our Colleges wiil form a sufficient apology 
in the view of Christians, for our bringing this sub- 
ject so often before them. The call for more la- 
borers, is yet heard from the West ; as may be seen 
from a communication, entitled “ A Contrast,” 
which may be found iu another part of our paper. 

“ Permit me to add, (says our eorrespondeut,} 
that in those climes are a people, not only willing, 
but waiting to hear the gospel. They once heard 
it with great delight, and those days, though far 
yone by, are not forgotten. They love the faith- 
ful minister, and would gladly contribute to his 
support, but candidates cannol be found.” 

Now, how can such wants ever be supplied, un- 
less the Lord of the harvest calls many of our 
youth to this sacfed work? And has he not said, 
that “he will be inquired of, to do this thing for 
us ?”—and has he not given us “ tokens for good,” 
that he is ready to answer such supplications ?” 

We have great pleasure in being able to add an- 
other, to the many evidences, that he does answer 
prayer fur our Inerary Tnstitutions, in the follow- 
ing extract of a letter, from a student in Middlebu- 
ry College, to a gentleman in this city, dated Oct. 
19, 1825 :— 

kn our College, the stll small voice of God is 
heard, speaking conviction to the hearts of the im- 
penitent. The gieatest share of those who are 
without hope, are making the interesting inquiry, 
“what shall [do to be saved 2?” Three have ex- 
pressed hopes, aud three more give satisfactory ev- 
idence of having passed from death to life. Our 
prospecis in College are more encouraging every 
hour. But the work stops not here. There isa 
cloud the bigness of a man’s haud, gathering over 
the inhabitants of this town, and there is “a sound 
of abundance of rain.” In a few families, in dif- 
ferent parts of the town, almost every individual 
member is beginning to tremble, in view of hig 
alarming situation. O pray continually for the 
prosperity of Zion in this place.—Rec. & Tel. 


PROGRESS OF THE SEAMEN’S CAUSE. 








Since 1817, upwards of seventy Seamen’s 
Friend Societies, thirty-three Marine Bible Socie- 
ties, and fifteen Churches and Floating Chapels, 
have been erected for the benefit of the tivo mil- 
lions of seamen who are said to be employed in 
different parts of the globe. During this period of 
eight years it is estimated that upwards of jive 
thousand seamen have been hopefully converted 
to God, in England alone! In the port of London, 
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men, including many families, have been brought 
unde: the sound of the gospel by the efforts of the 
Society in that place. 

In the United States comparatively little has 
been done. It is said our commerce employs 
100,000 seamen. Of this number New-York has 
20,000, about 5000 of whom are constantly in 
port; add to this last number the families of the 
whole, who are constautly here, and we have 
12,000 souls in this port alone, who look to the 
friends of Seamen for the bread of life. To sup- 
ply this demand, one Mariners’ Church has been 
erected, and a small Marine Bible Society formed, 
which, except it be the feeble effurts of a small as- 
sociation for the purpose of holding prayer meet. 
ings, is ail that is done. ‘These institutions are so 
feebly supported that they can hardly maintain an 
existence. And yet it has been said that more is 
dove here for the benefit of seamen than in the 
whole union beside! Several of the Societies that 
have beew formed have only a nominal existence, 
and others have sunk into dissolution. It will il- 
lustrate the remark that labor in the gospel vine- 
yard is po where more successful than among sea 
meu, to state that during the four years of the ex 
istence of the Mariner’s Church in this city, up- 
wards of one hundred pious masters of vessels have 
declared that they received their first impressions 
there! How many more have been converted, 
from the roving character of the profession, can- 
not be ascertained. The efforts of the American 
Societies have neither been extended to the navy 
or the Lakes, to say nothing about our numerous 
rivers. No aid iv the prosecution of this cause is 
derived from the imerior.—Mar. Mag. 


THE RIVER JORDAN AND THE DEAD SEA. 

We accompanied the pilgrims to the River Jor- 
dan. ‘The banks of the river are so beset by tam- 
arisks, willows, oleanders, and other shrubs, that 
the stream is not visible except on the nearest ap- 
proach, Making their way through the thick 
bushes, men, women, and children, plunged into 
the water with the greatest eagerness and appear- 
ance of religious fervour. Many of the pilgrims 
jumped in with their clothes on, and others had 
garinents handed to them, wiich, being dipped 
and wrung out, were careluily folded up, to be 
preserved as holy relics. 

We left the pilgrins and went along the plain 
incrusted with salt, a distance of about six miles to 
the north-western side of the Dead Sea. Our 
Arab guides endeavoured to alarm us, as to the 
consequences of bathing in these pestife:ous wa- 
ters; but we made the experiment, and found 
that, though two of our party were unable to 
swim, they were buoyed up in a most extraordina- 
ry manuer. The sensation peiceived immediately 
upon dipping was, that we had lost our sight; and 
any part of the body that happened to be excoria 
ted smarted excessively. The taste of the water 
was bitter and iniolerably salt. From this exper- 
iment some of us suffered a good deal of incouyen- 
lence, an oily inciustation being left upon the 
body, which no attempt at washing could remove 
for some time ; and several of the party coutinu- 
ed to lose portions of skin for many succeeding 
days. [The traveller afterwards says.] We en- 
deavoured to make a fire with the wood laying 
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about, but owing to the great quantity of salt with 
which it was impregnated, it would not burn. 

He also mentions the Oscar plant,* which 
grows, near the eastern shores of the Dead Sea, to 
the size of a small tree, producing a fruit juicy and 
delicious to the eye, but hollow within, or filled 
with a grating substance disagreeable to the taste ; 
this is used by the natives as tinder for their 
matchlock guns, and is combustible.— From Mr. 
Legh’s Travels in Syria, Palestine, and Arabia. 





* Supposed to be the fruit called, by old writers the 
Apple of Sodou. 


QUERY. 


[From a Clergyman at a distance. } 


Is it best for ministers, when they exchange, or 
otherwise preach for their brethren, to take a doub- 
le sermon, and thus preach twice as long when 
abroad, as they do when at home; and protract 
their prayers in the same proportion? If such a 
course be wise in the country, where the people 
may be more accustomed to long services, Is it 
best in populous places, where the congregation 
listening to the long sermon, before it is half fin- 
ished, see other congregations on their way home ? 
May not many excellent sermons lose their effect 
from the cause above named? Extraordinary oce 
casions may allow a man to preach ap hour, or 
even more, and keep the attention of his audience ; 
but an exchange with or friendly visit to"a, brother 
minister, is not one of these occasions. Let this 
hint be. kindly received from 

ONE WHO HAS ERRED,. 
Litec. & Tel. 

In order that all men may be taught to speak 
trath, it is necessary that all inkewise should leara 
to hear it; for no species of falsehood is more fre- 
quent than flauery, to which the coward is betray- 
ed by fear, the dependant by interest, and the 
friend by tenderness. Those who are neither ser- 
vile or timorous, are yet desirous to bestow pleas- 
ure ; and while unjust demands of praise continue 
tu be made, there will always be some, whom hope, 
fear, or kindness, will dispose to pay them. 
EE mT 


Obituary. 

Dirp,—At Orange, on the 30ih ult. Mr. Calvin Turner, 
aged 55; on the 31st alt. Mrs. Esther Smith, widow ot 
the late Mr. Joseph Smith, aged 7u. 

At Norwich, on the Ist inst. Mr. Edward Tracy, aged 
69 years. 

At Norwalk, on the 261h ult Mr. Epenetus Kellogg, 
wed 80. 

At Preston, Mr. Ephraim Herrick, aged 100 years. 

At Wallingford, ow the Gib ult. Mes. Nancy, Morse, ag- 
ed 25, wife of Mr. Eikanah Morse, of Poland, Oliv, aud 
daughter of Turhand Kirthiud, Esq. 

Ai East-Windsor, Mrs. Clementine Munsell, aged 38 
At Busion, ou the 4th inst, Hon, William Gray, aged 79, 
an eminent merchaul and respected citizen. 

At Middletown, Mr. Zaechieus Stow, 62; Me. Oliver 
Markham, 27; Mr. Russe! Markham, 22; Me. George 
Warner, 30. 

At Berlin, ow the 29th ult. Mr. Norman Lleoker, 22. 
Wm. N. aged 5; Mary J. aged 3, childven of the late D- 
Ward. 

At Cheshire, very suddenly, three daughters of M~ I. 
Beecher,—one on Thursday, the 20th ult, ove on FY, 
the 2Ist, and one ov Saturday the 29th,—aged 6. * and 
14. 4 
At Bolton, on the 28th ult. Mrs. Betsey Sure’S: “HE of 
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THE BIBLE. 


When howls the tempest’s fearful sigh, 
Along the foaming deep 


When night's dark robe hath veil'd the sky, 


And when in vain the seamen’s eye, 

Would strive the beacon fire to spy, 
That gleams on the distant steep; 

And when the voice of breakers near, 
{s heard around to rave ; 

‘Then to the helm’s-man, O how dear, 

‘The chart, that tells him how to steer 

His way from every danger clear, 


Through the midst of the stormy wave ! 


And doth not thus the Bible cheer 
The pilgrim on life's stormiest tide ? 

And doth it not dispel his fear, 

Aud bid his sorrows all subside ? 


0 blest are they, and they alone, 
Who have this sacred book received ; 
Whe all its saving wuths have known, 


And with the heart those truths believed 
Their fears ave fled, and fled their cares, 


And peace in life and death is theirs. 


W here’er they dwell, they feel repose, 
Amid the busy haunts of men ; 

As well as where unheeded grows; 
The wild flower in the lonely glen ; 

‘To them the peace of God is given, 

Aad every place to them is heaven. 


Whatever want, whatever woe, 

They here may be compell'd to know; * 
This sacred Book doth sull console, 
Aud banish sorrow from the soul, 

Aud teach them, as they ouward press, 
Aloag this ‘ howling wilderness,’ 
Betide what will, befal what may, 

‘To yo rejoicing ov their way. 


When friends, unfaithful proving, fly 
Like shadows o'er the wave, 

They shed uo tear, they heave no sigh, 

Their sout is all composed,—and why ? 

This Book hath said,—a friend is nigh, 
Who will aot, cannot leave. 


And when the pale cold corpse they lay, 
fu silence long and deep ; 

Of one whose spiri; far away, 

In worlds invisible must stay ,— 

Whose lifeless limbs iransform'd to clay, 
The grave's lone cell shall keep. 


No poignaat griefs their minds assail, 
‘The byma of joy they raise ; 
And watted on the passing gale, 
And mingled with the death-bell’s peal, 
Tastead of grief’s funeral wail, 
You hear the song of praise. 


And why? This Book's consoling love, 
Hath cheer'’d the mourner's heart; 

Its page declares, there is in store, 

Another, better, brighter shore, 


’ 


Where death's dark wave, once travell'd o'er, 


The righteous live to die no more, 
And meet, no more to part ; 
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That faithful, still small voice, 
Which says how much they have transgress’‘d, 
Then ‘oo their cares are all at rest, 

They evermore rejoice ! 


And why? This sacred Book hath said, 
At rest, O trembling sinner be ; 
For he who in the garden bled, — 
On Calvary wept, and bow'd his head, 
Aad on the cross hung cold and dead, 
There wept, and bied, and died for thee! 
SS) ER eins ans ot ee ee oo : 
HOW TO ACQUIRE KNOW LEDGE. 

We are ignorant in youth, from idleness, and we contin- 
ue so in manhood, from pride ; for pride is less ashamed 
of being ignorant, than of being instructed, and she looks 
too high to find that which very often lies beneath her 
Therefore condescend to men of low estate, and be for 
wisdom, that which Alcibiades was for power. He that 
rings only one bell, will hear enly one sound; aad he 
that lives only with one class, will see but one scene of the 
great drama of life. Mr. Locke was asked how he had 
contrived to accumulate a mine of knowledge so rich, vet 
so eXtensive aud so deep: he replied, that he attributed 
what litle he knew, tothe not having been ashamed to 
ask for information ; and to the rule he had laid down, of 
conversing with all descriptions of men, on those topics 
chiefly that formed their own peculiar professions or pur- 
suits. I myself have heard a common blacksmith eloquent 
when welding of iron has been the theme; for what we 
kuow thoroughly, we can usually express clearly, since 
ideas will supply words, but words will not always supply 
ideas. Therefore when I meet with any that write ob- 
scurely, or converse contusediy, Tam apt to Saspect two 
things ; first, that such persons do not understand them- 
selves; and secondly, that they are avt worthy of being 
understood by others. 














THE DUEL PREVENTED. 

Two soldiers belonging to the Vendean cavalry having 
fallen into a dispute agreed to decide their quarrel with 
the sword. The Marquis de Donnisau, passing by at the 
moment, remonstrated with them oo their want of charity. 
** Jesus Christ,” said he, “ pardoned his executioners, and 
a soldier of the Christian arny endeavors to kill bis com- 
rade.” At these words the two soldiers tirew aside their 
sabres, and rushed inte each other's arms. 


SLAVERY, vs. SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

In one of the slave states there is a law, which operates 
against Sabbath Schools. Aad some pious females were 
told, that if they conunaued teaching the blacks in the 
Sabbath School, they wouid subject themselves to the 
penalty of the law: which was a fine, and whipping on 
the bare back. They modestly replied, we must go on ; 
and will pay the fine, and if any persen can be found to 
do the whipping, we will endure it. 


In your discourse take heed what you speak, and to 
whow you speak ; how you speak, and when you speak ; 
what you speak, speak truly; when you speak, speak 
wisely; a fool's heart ts in his tongue, but a wise man’s 
tongue is in his heart. 

Be not over curious in prying into mysteries; lest by 
seeking things which are needless, we omit things which 
are necessary. It is more safe to doubt of uncertain mat- 
ters, than to dispute of undiscovered mysteries. 

Let thy estate serve thy occasions; thy occasions thy- 





And when they hear, within their breast, 
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self; thyself thy soul; thy soul thy God. 
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